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Early Learning and School Readiness 

Statewide Initiatives

Children do best when the adults in their lives work together to smooth their pathway from home and family, to other care settings, and into school. A host of statewide initiatives getting underway aim to help all children in Washington get a strong start in life and in school. These initiatives will also help parents, families, caregivers, teachers and schools, and community members “get on the same page” for school readiness. The initiatives respond to three important questions.

1.  What do children need to know and be able to do to get a strong start in life and in school?

( Washington State Early Learning and Develop​ment Benchmarks outline what young children should know and be able to do at four critical points in their development from birth to entry into kindergarten. The Benchmarks offer strategies that any adult who cares for and teaches young children can use. The Benchmarks will help to create a continuum of learning that links early care to later success in life.  The preliminary draft Benchmarks are open for review and comment until February 28, 2005. See ww.k12.wa.usw or www.governor.wa.gov/earlylearning
.

Contact: Robin Zukoski (Governor’s Executive Policy Office), (360) 902-0660, robin.zukoski@gov.wa.gov, or Sangree Froelicher (Head Start-State Collaboration Office), (360) 725-4686, FroelSM@dshs.wa.gov.
2.  What is our vision for ensuring that all children are successful in life and in school? What’s our plan? 

( Kids Matter: Improving Outcomes for Children in Washington State aims to create a comprehensive, inte​grated framework for addressing the mix of programs, policies and systems that serve young children, and sup​port families, caregivers and teachers. This plan recog​nizes and builds upon existing and emerging state efforts that are aimed at a common set of defined high-priority outcomes. (See Outcomes Map, over.) 

Contact:  Lorrie Grevstad (Washington Department of Health), (360) 236-3560, Lorrie.Grevstad@doh.wa.gov.
( Leadership Council for Quality Care and Education promotes coordination, connection and col​laboration among policymakers, state and local agencies, community partners and families to support early care and learning, and after-school opportunities so that all children in Washington state will thrive. The Council makes recommendations annually to state agencies and the legislature on ways to maximize funding and improve the quality and quantity of opportunities.
Contact:  Agda Burchard (Washington Association for the Education of Young Children), (253) 854-2565 x12, agda@waeyc.org. 

3.  How do we get there?

Here’s a sampling of the opportunities and efforts underway:
( Early Care and Education Coalition is a broad-based advocacy group working to galvanize statewide support for public policies to improve access to early care and education, and support for parents. See www.earlyeducationcoalition.org. 

Contact:  Bea Kelleigh, (206) 223-7660 x103, info@earlyeducationcoaliltion.org. 
( Children’s Alliance is a child advocacy organization that champions public policies and practices to deliver the essentials that children need to thrive—confidence, stability, health, and safety. See www.childrensalliance.org. 

Contact: (206)324-0340, seattle@childrensalliance.org. 

( The Collaborative is a coalition of organizations and individuals advocating for early learning, care, and afterschool systems. See WAEYC’s Web site: www.waeyc.org. 
Contact:  Agda Burchard (Washington Association for the Education of Young Children), (253) 854-2565 x12, agda@waeyc.org.
( League of Education Voters is a grassroots network of education advocates working to advance student achievement; ensure adequate pre-school, K-12 and higher education funding; and elect officials who will work for these aims. Join the network and find education facts at: www.educationvoters.org. 

Contact: (206)728-6448, Cherise Khaund, cherise@educationvoters.org 

( School Readiness Initiative of the Council of Chief State School Officers, sponsored by Annie E. Casey Foundation, is working with states to improve school readiness opportunities in high-poverty communities. Washington is one of six states taking part.
Contact: Debra Williams Appleton (Office of the Superintendent of Public Education), (360) 725-6049, appleton@ospi.wednet.edu.
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Medical Home

Family Support

Parenting Education

Communications

Child Care/Early Childhood Social, Emotional and Mental
Education Health

Join/Support the Eary Care and Education Codlition which can
+ Carry content i internet messaging/advocacy campaigns

+ Provide statistics concernirg follow-through actions taken by message recipients
+ Inte mernbers of exising organizations' mailing lists to take concerted action

)

views of studerts'
to foster a sense of Urgency

JoinSupport the Eary Care and Educstion Codlfticn which can
Develop (along with OSPI, WSU and oher players) a non-scientific survey of kindergarten teachers'
readiness throigh the lens of knowledge, skills and abilities in the Benchmarks

Governance

Developing [eadeshp Steering capacily [0 have Cormmon Goals/convergence ("Same pagesame
paragrapi’) among leal and state initiatives and focusing on common goals

1884 articipated passage

move forward -through the BUILD initiative

BUTding relalonships anong people who are leading diverse efforts 1o help_agendas ))

Palicyfadvoacy coalitions-HCCY - Health
Coalition for chitiren and youth; working for Health
Coalition

Kids Get Care - expanding: commurity models to
access care

"Medical Horres Teams" improving care for
children vith special needs

HMHE - 1800 - and online expansion

COral health initiatives

School Readiness- opportunities to include health
Child Care Health Consulants (CCHCs) link with

a medical hane, opporturity to connect wischools
HCCW trairing for local public health child care
health consultants

« Family support efforts in mental
health and disabilty worlds and
other diverse systems/sectors

« Family suppot efforts focused on
making connections between
reqular systems and specialized
systems

* Tools for connecting family
support to school improvement
{e.g., toolkit for Washington Alliance for
Better Schools)

+ Community efforts to getting

families with young children

imvolved in School Improverent

Plans

CHEF training"Calming Ourselves

in Stressful Moments” for providers

and parents (2 Faciitator Traings Plamed
in 2006 with DCCA)

+ Washington Parerting Education
Network (WAPEN] - 140 parenting
educators across the State, active
list serv, needs funding for
addtional development, has
potertialto support ECCS
outcomes

+ PEPs model of Family Support
Groups

+ HCCW public health child care

health corsitants provide "Making

Parenting a Pleasure” model

+ 1884/League of Education
Voters - Great Beginnings
* Quality ratirg - subsidy and tiered
reimbursement (Possile legisiation,
Place for il players, incuding healt

education, etc)
+ TEACH - provider scholarship
program
+ STARS
+ Novermber 8th School Readiness
summit
« Early Learning Benchmarks
development
+ HCCW - public health child care
health cansultants provide quality
enharcement consultation to
centers and homes statewide

+ Earlychildhood program
managerbeing hired DSHS,
Children's Administration

+ Including social-emotional
health i early learning systems
plarning

 Model ofCenter on Infant
Mental Health & Development
Program

+ "Bringing Baby Home" Program
(Gottman)

« Step Parerting - rary Bricge)

« Circle of Security model

+ HCCW trairing in Promoting

First Relationships for local

public heatth child care

consultarts & other providers

+ Increased systems' ‘”Creﬁsedd
recognition of pareris, anc
families' role as the Calggivers

aility to

primary nurturers of

their children o ll

emerging issu

and connect
resources and

support networks
for families

services

* Increased with their child
availabilly of Saiachrart
community

with appropriate

* Increased parents
and other primary
caregivers' stress-

Increased
avilebiity reduction skills

+ Increased parents'
of parent

3 B e i and other primary

s caregivers'

resources
knowledge and
and
skills to support
services

their dhildren's
health and
developrent

+ The public sees early

childhood education, Increased
heath and school caregivers' and
readiness as a major parens’
contributor of understanding
economic growth of what
+ Increased wages for children need
quality child care for optimal
health and

providers

« Increased # and % of
child care and
preschool programs

development
(cognitive, sodal-
emofional, language
and physical)

that are quality rated

Increased
Improved parerts'
a"a“;b“"y and caregivers'
o - understanding and
o praclice of nurturing
wordated | |[Behaviers to promete
Skl childrer's optimal
el social-emotional
s development and
- mental health
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Increased abilty for parents to access
community resources and support networks

Increased paerts ability o select and be
involved with their children's quality child
care and preschool programs

Tmproved abity of farmilies to obtan quality child
care and preschool programs that meet families'
needs

Parent and
Caregiver
and System * Increased parents’ and
Changes caregivers' Lnderstanding
Increased of the importance of
= #and % of comprehensive health
Sstem; children Gare (neluding medica, dental
that have mental healh, vsior)
amnrand medical * Increased # and % of
Caregiver insurance childrenthat have access
iifeshe to comprenensive health
care (including medical, dental,
mental healhn, vior)
Accessing
Resources
Child Tncreased nmbe and percentage of children that
Changes | feceive recommended prevertive care (e.g., well-chid,
immunizations)

GOAL

A 4

CHILDREN ARE HEALTHY AND READY FOR SCHOOL

A 4

Tncreased number and percent of
children entering kindergarten with
social-emotional skills





School�Readiness�
�
=�
�
Supportive�Communities�
�
+�
�
Ready�Schools�
�
+�
�
Ready�Children�
�
�
�









