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Goal:  Family, friend and neighbor caregivers have the resources, knowledge and skills to ensure children’s health and safety and nurture all domains of learning and development.

The shared goal of ensuring that all young children are prepared to succeed in school and life cannot be achieved without supporting all children’s caregivers, including family, friend and neighbor caregivers.  

Family, friend, and neighbor care is the predominant form of child care for all infants and toddlers in Washington State.  Parents of our most vulnerable children, including those in low-income and immigrant and refugee families, frequently rely on this type of care. 

These grandparents, aunts, older siblings, close friends, and nearby neighbors want information and resources so they can help children be ready for school.  Kindergarten teachers in Washington State report that, overall, only 44 percent of incoming students in 2004 were adequately prepared for kindergarten.
  Yet virtually no resources exist to assist family, friend and neighbor caregivers to enhance early learning opportunities.

The Early Learning Council’s financial modeling
 estimates a cost of $1.9 M for the 2007-2009 biennium to provide initial resources to family, friend and neighbor caregivers for a portion of the state. 

Successful Local and National Strategies Can Guide Solutions

Experience and evaluations around the country and in King County point to an approach to provide support and resources for family, friend, and neighbor caregivers that features:

1. Local leadership, allowing each county/region to develop a customized set of services that fit community strengths and needs.

2. Cultural responsiveness, providing culturally appropriate resources for a variety of programs to meet different caregivers needs.

3. Cost effectiveness, building on existing resources by helping community organizations already serving parents and families to enhance or adapt outreach, programs and services to include family, friend and neighbor caregivers and the children they care for.

4. Coordination, through resources for coordination activities and infrastructure, including community awareness; training and technical assistance; information and referral; and evaluation.  

5. Parental choice, by respecting parents’ ability to choose the type of child care they prefer, with assurance that caregivers in all settings will have equitable resources available to increase the quality of care their children receive. 

6. Ongoing research about what works best

Facts/Impacts

· Family, friend and neighbor care is the predominant form of non-parental child care for infants and toddlers.  Just over one-fourth of all infants and toddlers are in FFN care as their primary care arrangement

· About half (48%) of all children in Washington State who are ages birth to five are in some amount of family, friend and neighbor care each week.  About one-third of children in this age group are in FFN care for more than 10 hours a week.

· Most (58%) family, friend and neighbor caregivers are related to the children.  Over a third (36%) are grandparents.

· More than half (58%) report caregiving challenges and two-thirds would like some support, especially among those caring for children with special needs.

· One in five family, friend, and neighbor caregivers report caring for a child with special needs.

· Evaluations indicate promising results for programs that support caregivers.


For More Information

Contact Nancy Ashley, Heliotrope, at nancyashley@heliotropeseattle.com or 206-526-5671, or
Ron Rabin, Executive Director, Kirlin Foundation at ron@kirlinfoundation.org or 206-381-2250.










All children deserve care and nurturing that supports their healthy growth and development.  Reaching out to family, friend and neighbor caregivers to support them in their important role in a child’s life will help all our children be the best they can be.


				Kathy Carson, Parent Child Health Administrator


				Public Health – Seattle & King County





Family, friend, and neighbor caregivers are the predominant form of child care for our nation’s youngest children.  They are unlicensed and legally-exempt caregivers who provide child care to help out a family member or friend and to spend time with the child.  Usually, they care for one or two children at a time and are generally unpaid.  





While parents choose this care for many reasons, including inability to find or pay for other care, the majority of parents choose it because of the familiar and trusted relationship.  
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Family, friends and neighbors are instrumental in the healthy development of children.  The Seattle Public Library is now eagerly working with other organizations in King County to assist these very special adults in their care and education of young children.


	Chance Hunt


	Youth Services Coordinator


Seattle Public Library
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